How to use a captive bolt gun

    It is our responsibility to care for the animals on the dairy. Cows that need to be euthanized must be treated with care. It is important to follow the correct steps when you euthanize an animal, so you do not cause them pain.

    A captive bolt gun is a safe way to euthanize cows. It is safer than a gun. Some captive bolt guns look like real guns. They work best on small cows and calves.

Follow these steps to use a captive bolt gun.
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1. Load the cartridge in the gun. Only use cartridges that have been stored in a safe dry place. Wet cartridges will slow the speed at which the cartridge fires.

It is very important that the cartridge fire at full speed.

2. Make sure the safety is on so the gun will not fire accidentally. Remember which end is which and always point the gun away from people.
3. Draw an “X” on the animal’s head.

Draw a line from left ear to right eye and right ear to left eye.
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Illustrations courtesy of Jan shearer,

Dairy extension veterinarian, university of Florida.

Between the eyes is wrong.
4. Place the cap and bolt gun at the center of the X. Aim the cap and bolt gun at the point where the neck and spine meet. On calves, aim for the same spot.

5. Take the safety off and fire.

6. Make sure the animal is knocked out. Touch the animal’s eye; if the animal is knocked out it will not blink. If the animal blinks, start over.
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7. After the animal is knocked out, cut the neck to bleed it out. Use a sharp knife at least 6 inches long. Insert the knife just behind the jaw and below the neck. Bring the knife forward to cut the neck. The jugular vein, carotid artery and windpipe will be cut.

Illustrations courtesy of Jan shearer,

Dairy extension veterinarian, university of Florida.

8. Dispose of the dead animal.

9. Keep a record of the animal’s ID and date of death.

The following illustration is proper placement for other common farm animals
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